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A reminder about 
Data checking and 
Arbor…. 
Taking our lead from Manor School 

nextdoor-we MUST remind parents and 

carers that it is your responsibility to log 

on and check the information we have 

on file for you and your children. If we 

have and emergency-it is important that 

we can contact you! We need to know if 

your children have an allergy or if they 

are permitted to join us on local visits 

etc. We need to be sure that the 

information we have is accurate. We use 

the same information package at St 

Peters, Park and Manor. Here is the 

message that was in their newsletter this 

week and we would like our parents to 

be aware of this too. Please log on and 

check the information we hold is 

accurate-its really important!  

 

Data checking 

It is important that the data we hold for 

parents, carers and students is correct 

on the portals. In particular, we must 

hold up to date and accurate emergency 

contact details for parents and carers. 

As such, please ensure that you log onto 

the parent portal and check the details 

are correct that we hold, amending them 

as necessary. It is the responsibility of 

the legal guardians to update these 

records via the portal. 

American Diner 
Day….! 
American Diner Day has two important 

focuses.  

 

Firstly, and most importantly, we like to 

encourage our children to eat well, eat 

together and to have a fun lunchtime-

something to look forward to! It was very 

clear from our Christmas lunches that 

children love these experiences!  

 

Secondly, each year on a given day the 

school completes a census with lots of 

information on it and this census 

governs our school funding for the 

following year. One of those information 

indicators is the number of 

children/families eating a provided hot 

meal on that day.  

 

American Diner Day is that day!  

 

We will ensure that the children get a fun 

meal together, give the school 

something to look forward to and try to 

maximise our school funding.  

 

The difference to our funding is £480.70 

per child in school funds! An average 

uptake of meal uptake is taken from our 

October and January Census. 

 

So please order a hot meal on that day, 

menu is attached. For years EYFS, 1&2 it 



 

  

is free for you to order-but could make a 

big difference!  

 

Order in the normal way, or contact the 

school office. 

 

 
 

Reading is 
special….! 
Our young adventurers love to read. 

There are lots of benefits from lots of 

reading-especially the golden tickets and 

the merits! Our children love to get their 

rewards each term for all the reading 

they do at home. All the work you do at 

home leads to lots of rewards in school-

they really look forward to celebrating 

how much they have read at home!  

 

In our first Newsletter of the year, we 

have found a good article to share with 

you all about the power of reading, This 

is taken from Reading with children: why 

is it so important? - Little Lives UK 

 

A child’s ability to read not only benefits 

them in school but throughout all 

aspects of life. At school, eventually at 

work, during play, and even in everyday 

tasks like shopping or catching a bus; 

reading plays an important role. 

Learning to read is a necessary part of 

growing up but it shouldn’t only be 

viewed in an academic sense. Enjoying 

reading has lots of benefits so it is 

important to not only teach a child to 

read but to teach them to enjoy it too. 

 

How many children are reading with 

adults? 

Statistics show that between the ages of 

0 and 2, 45% of children are read to 

most days. Between the ages of 3 and 4 

this increases in an effort to prepare 

children for school but drops back down 

between the ages of 5 and 7. 

This is because for many parents, 

reading is viewed simply as a subject at 

school, rather than as a fun activity for a 

child to engage with. Less than half of 

children between the ages of 8 and 18 

claim that they enjoy reading with this 

number being even less for lower 

income families.  

 

This unfortunately means that for many 

children reading becomes a chore, 

something they have to do instead of 

something that they want to do. These 

children miss out on the many benefits 

of reading for enjoyment. 

 

Educational benefits to reading for fun 

Reading outside of a school environment 

has benefits which transfer over into a 

child’s academic life. Children who read 

for fun tend to get better results across a 

wide range of subjects at school not just 

the obvious subject Literacy and English. 

In younger children especially, reading 

can aid in the development of language 

skills. Children are exposed to new 

words which they see used in the correct 

context in books, this helps the child to 

really understand what a work means 

and how it can be used. This pattern 

continues when older children and even 

adults read for pleasure, as the level of 

reading develops so do the new words 

we learn. 

Reading stories helps to fuel a child’s 

imagination by opening them up to 

endless possibilities in the books that 

they read. This will benefit the child’s 

literacy skills while also encouraging 

personal creativity which can be used 

across subjects at school and in 

personal life. 

 

Emotional benefits to reading for fun 

Reading is proven to have a positive 

impact on the mental health of children 

for a variety of reasons. Fiction and non-

fiction books teach children about the 



 

  

world around them, what they learn in 

stories makes them better equipped to 

face challenges in their own life. 

 

This gained knowledge is a tool for 

children to face life bravely, with stories 

and characters as inspiration children 

feel that they can take on the world. 

Utilising this inspiration can reduce 

anxiety in day-to-day life for many 

children. 

 

Reading helps to develop a child’s 

imagination; this can be used in 

imaginative play as a creative outlet. 

Imaginative play with other children also 

helps in the development of friendships. 

Imaginative play allows a child to safely 

explore their understandings of the 

world as they recreate the things they 

see in books and in real life 

 

Reading to a child or helping them to 

read to you benefits the parent child 

relationship, reading creates one on one 

connection with a child as you spend 

specific time and attention with them. 

Reading with a child also aids in 

relaxation as a calm time for many at the 

end of the day before bedtime. This 

routine is also beneficial to the child. 

 

For both adults and children, reading 

can be a form of escapism. This means 

that reading stories provides a break 

from real life and its stresses.  If a child 

is struggling at school or with any aspect 

of life, reading may provide them an 

escape from reality and an easy way to 

seek comfort. If a book offers advice or 

simply a distraction, reading offers 

positive emotional benefits to a child 

who has a lot on their mind. 

 

How to teach a child to enjoy reading 

In order to gain the full benefits of 

reading a child needs to be engaged 

with reading and enjoy it. (Mindful 

attention activities to support shared 

book reading – Susan Hendler Lederer). 

 

This allows the child to fully take in what 

they read and as a result gain the most 

they possibly can from the experience. 

When reading to or with a child there are 

lots of things that an adult can do in 

order to make the experience more 

engaging. 

 

To make reading together fun for a child 

the adult should also enjoy the 

experience, this can include making up 

actions alongside the book and making 

up voices for characters. Reading aloud 

makes the child feel more engaged and 

involved with the story. 

 

Another way to keep the child engaged is 

to talk to them about what is happening 

in the book. Asking if they can guess 

what happens next encourages them to 

use their imagination as well as pattern 

recognition keeping them interested in 

the book. Asking the child to tell you 

about what happened in the story after 

you finish reading is also a good way to 

see if the child is fully engaging in the 

book. 

 

When reading with a child discussing any 

new vocabulary is an excellent way to 

encourage engagement while also 

encouraging academic improvements in 

the child’s language and literacy skills. 

 

Reading should be relaxing, as an 

escape from reality and often a part of a 

bedtime routine. The space used for 

reading should reflect this. A reading 

space could be in bed or any other cosy 

space where you read with a child so 

that they get the most from the 

experience. 

 

Reading for fun should be entirely 

separate to school work, children can 

choose what they enjoy reading and 

seek out other books that they will also 

enjoy. When adults show genuine 

interest in what a child wants to read, 

they learn that reading is something that 

they can control for themselves. 

 



 

  

This begins a positive relationship with 

reading. 

 

Social Media  
Park and St Peter’s are both on X (or 

Twitter) and St Peters are on Facebook  

You can follow us and see what our 

children have been doing! Important 

information is shared on newsletters and 

on our social media! 

 

X (twitter!) 

 

St Peter’s: @stpeters_nn 

Park: @RaundsPark  

 

 
 

What’s this…..? 

 

All will be revealed in next week’s 

newsletter…!! 
 
 
 

Attendance… 
(National average is 95%) 

 

Park  

All students 94.4% 

 

Eagles 96.3% 

Kingfishers 93.5% 

Sparrows 95% 

Puffins 96.3% 

Red Kites 84.7% 

Robins 95.8% 

 

 

St Peter’s 

All Students 95% 

 

St George 96% 

St Christopher 100% 

St Martha 96% 

St Andrew 98% 

St Mary 95% 

St Cecilia 100% 

St David 85% 

St Patrick 94% 



 

  

Next week’s dates… 
W/B 15.1.24 

 

Monday:  
St Peter’s: Collective worship  

 

Tuesday:  
 

Wednesday:  
 

Thursday:  
Park: Afternoon Assembly 

 

Friday:  
Park Values VIP Assembly,  

St Peter’s: Celebration Collective 

Worship 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week’s 
messages…. 
 

 
 

  


