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History 

Raunds Park Infant School provides a history curriculum that has been 

designed to be knowledge-rich and logically sequenced. Knowledge means 

not only substantive knowledge of historical events, dates and people in the 

past, but also knowledge of substantive concepts in history (such as 

‘empire’, ‘monarchy’ and ‘civil war’), and disciplinary historical concepts (such 

as evidence, causation, significance and interpretation). 

The history curriculum allows children to develop a chronologically secure 

knowledge and understanding of local, British and world history, building 

on their learning in EYFS, where children develop a sense of past and 

present, through stories and their own experiences. 

 

Intent 

All pupils at Raunds Park Infant School are given access to the past 

through the delivery of our creatively structured curriculum, which 

inspires their curiosity to know more about the past. It is intended that 

pupils gain historical knowledge and historiographical skills 

simultaneously. 

Through outstanding teaching of the creative history curriculum, we strive 

to allow our children to develop a positive attitude towards becoming 

confident historians. We carefully considered the building blocks of 

progress in history, identifying knowledge that is essential to pupils’ 

understanding of new material. Our history curriculum aims to promote 

the rich diversity of the world, Britain and an appreciation of our locality.  

Implementation 

At Raunds Park Infant School history is delivered in termly blocks across 

the year using Cornerstone Maestro’s knowledge-rich projects. The 

lessons are ambitious and offer a level of challenge. Because of this, they 

are carefully planned in sequence to allow children to develop, use, 

retrieve and build on prior knowledge. To further support this, each 

project includes planned opportunities for children to apply learned skills 



and knowledge, through resources, such as low stakes quizzes, end of 

project tests and a challenging Innovate stage task.  

History topic becomes the driver unit for one term of the school year with 

a stand-alone, skills-based topic in each year group. These driver units are 

taught for a full term which are also supported by cross-curricular links in 

Art, Design Technology and Geography. The History projects are well 

sequenced to provide a coherent subject scheme that develops children’s 

knowledge in: the changes within living memory, events beyond living 

memory, significant individuals in the past and significant historical 

events.  

The scheme of lessons are based on the four cornerstones of teaching 

and learning. Lessons are sequenced using Engage, Develop, Innovate, 

Express to help develop a wide level of interest and understanding. 

Children revisit and review their understanding of each of these areas as 

they progress through EYFS, Key Stage One and beyond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Impact 

 By the time our children leave Raunds Park Infant School we want the 

children to have a sense of interest and a strong chronological schema of 

knowledge that they can build on as they transition into Key Stage Two. 

Children will develop a strong sense of questioning and curiosity which 

helps develop interest and excitement to find out about the past in Britain, 

the local community and beyond. 

Teacher assessment and recording against the learning outcomes of the 

lesson and work produced within our topic books will show clear evidence 

of a broad and balanced history curriculum. Outcomes within these 

lessons will show the journey of develop of historical key words and skills 

against the national curriculum strands of: the changes within living 

memory, events beyond living memory, significant individuals in the past 

and significant historical events.  



 

 

 

Cornerstones Curriculum Overview 

The history projects are well sequenced to provide a coherent subject scheme that 

develops children’s historical knowledge, skills and subject disciplines. Key aspects and 

concepts, such as chronology, cause and effect, similarity and difference, significance 

and hierarchy, are revisited throughout all projects and are developed over time. All 

projects also develop historical skills based on evidence and historical enquiry. The 

choice of historical periods follows the guidance set out in the national curriculum, with 

specific details relating to significant events and individuals chosen to present a rich and 

diverse account of British and world history. Where there are opportunities for making 

meaningful connections with other projects, history projects are sequenced accordingly. 

For example, the project Dynamic Dynasties is taught alongside the art and design 

project Taotie to give children a better all-round understanding of ancient Chinese arts 

and culture. All history projects are taught in the autumn and summer terms, with 

opportunities for schools to revisit historical concepts in some of the spring term 

geography projects. Page 1 of 2 Lower Key Stage 2 In Year 3, children begin the autumn 



term by studying the chronology of British history in the project Through the Ages. This 

project teaches children about the significance of prehistoric periods and the changes in 

Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. In the summer term, children continue to 

develop their knowledge of the chronology of British history in the project Emperors 

and Empires. This project teaches children about the Roman Empire, its invasion of 

Britain and Britain’s ensuing Romanisation. In the autumn term of Year 4, children 

resume their learning about British history in the project Invasion. This project teaches 

children about the Roman withdrawal and the invasion and settlement of the Anglo-

Saxons and Vikings. This project concludes at 1066, which meets the guidance from the 

national curriculum for British history. In the summer term of Year 4, children begin 

their studies of ancient history by studying the overview project Ancient Civilisations. 

This project enables children to learn about the achievements of the earliest 

civilisations, including ancient Sumer, the Indus Valley civilisation and ancient Egypt.  

Key Stage 1 In Year 1, children begin the autumn term by studying the project 

Childhood. This project builds on children’s past experiences, including their family 

history and events within living memory, and works well as an introductory project. In 

the summer term, children study the project School Days. This project enables children 

to learn the history of their school and compare schooling in the Victorian period. In the 

autumn term of Year 2, children extend their studies to explore a broader range of 

periods in the project Movers and Shakers. This project explores the concept of 

significance and the significant people that have greatly influenced history. In the 

summer term, children study the project Magnificent Monarchs. This project introduces 

children to the challenging concepts of power and monarchy in preparation for more 

complex historical topics in Key Stage 2. The projects studied in Key Stage 1 provide 

numerous opportunities for children to explore significant historical events, people and 

places in their locality. 

 

Curriculum Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEND 

We recognise the need to cater for children with special educational 

needs. Work is differentiated to assist in children’s learning in terms of: 

learning outcomes, tasks, teaching methods and resources. In addition, 

this task can be broken down into small steps, giving children achievable 

goals. All activities should reinforce children’s understanding of the 

subject.  

 


