Termly Newsletter Issue 2 January 2020
www.raundsparkinfants.org.uk
Head Teacher’s Message
Welcome back to school, and a very happy New Year. This
seems like a particularly exciting new beginning as we enter
2020, a date that seemed “space age” a few decades ago!
Education has certainly changed over the last 10 years, I
can’t even remember how many Secretaries of Education
there have been in this time! At Park, the children who left
here aged 7 will now be 17 and hopefully all prospering in
Further Education! Many children have passed through all
school gates in this time, and there have been some inevitable staff changes. Rooms have been redecorated, libraries
built and playground equipment updated! We are lucky to
have modern, up to date technology in school that really
supports teaching and learning. What has not changed in
this school is the love and warmth that is so apparent
across the whole school. The staff give 100% to the school
and to every child in it. When I started here in 2014 I was
amazed at the exceptional behaviour from the children and
how much care and attention goes into every aspect of
school life. I am proud to say that I still see this every day,
and love walking round school and chatting to the staff,
children and families. The ethos of this school is one of
family and commitment, and I am sure that this will remain
the same at the end of this decade! I thank you for choosing to send your child to Park, for giving us these special
children to teach, and for working so hard to support us
outside school. Here’s to a great 2020!

Family Values— Independence
This term our value is independence and Lofty will
be helping us learn about
this. Lofty will teach the
children that being independent means trying to
do things themselves, and
only asking for help when
they have had a go themselves. Age-appropriate
independence is a crucial
part of growing up, children at Infant school

should be learning to wash
independently, dress independently, help tidy up and
begin to take on small responsibilities such as laying the table or putting
clothes into the laundry
basket. Lofty will be
teaching children to “do 3
before you see me”. This
encourages children to try

the problem in a different
way, take a deep breath then
try again, or look for a resource around them that
could help them (at school
this might be a spelling word
on a display). When they
have tried these they can
then ask the adult for help.
This is also a strategy that
could be used at home I am
sure.
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Golden Rules
I was recently asked about our school rules so thought it would
be useful to share these with parents. We have the 6 Golden
Rules as shown above, and children are expected to follow these
at all times. The rules are simple ones, and we know that when
they are followed the school can be a happy, safe place where
everyone is able to learn. If the children break a rule, the teacher will remind them of the rule they have broken, and usually give
them a warning not to do it again. If the behaviour continues the
child is given a mark (like a strike) and if they receive 3 marks in
a day they then miss some/all of the next playtime. If a child
should receive 5 marks in a day, or do something that is very unkind or dangerous such as fighting or severe rudeness they receive a behaviour log. This is a letter home, outlining the behaviour to the parents. It is very rare that we give children a behaviour log as generally they are very good at following all of our
Golden Rules! Keep up the good work school!

Reception News

Year 1 News

I wonder what happens when I fall asleep?
We are very impressed by how grown up the Robins and Kingfishers have become over the
Christmas holidays! We enjoyed hearing all about their holidays and sharing their photos with
the class. Last term we became very familiar with our favourite fairy tales such as Jack and the
Beanstalk and The Three Little Pigs during our topic ‘Will you read me a story?’ We had fun
building castles, leaving messages for the elves, making a gingerbread house and using real tools
in our elves’ workshop.
This term our topic is called ‘What happens when I fall asleep?’ Last Friday we all came to
school in our pyjamas and enjoyed snuggling up in the dark with a hot chocolate, our teddies
and blankets whilst listening to a bedtime story! We will be focusing on bedtime routines,
space, nocturnal animals and people who work at night. As the term progresses we will have
visits from a hygienist to talk about taking care of our teeth and John who works on the London
Underground at night.
Our key focus continues to be reading and writing using the Set 2 sounds which we have started
to learn already. Thank you for practising these regularly. It was great to see so many children
enjoying their reading treat for reading 5 times a week at home last term! In Maths we are
working on the numbers 11-15 and especially finding 1 less than a number by counting back.
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Key Stage 1 News
Happy New Year from Owls, Buzzards and Sparrows!
It's hard to believe we have now started Term 3!
In KS1, our theme for this term is 'Bounce'. We will be learning about different
sports and thinking about those that involve any sort of 'bouncing', looking at different objects that bounce e.g. bubbles and balloons as well as investigating different types of balls. We will also be thinking about exercise and participating in different physical activities. One physical activity we will all be participating in will be
'skipping' and we will all take part in a skipping workshop on the 29th January!
Our Maths and English work will continue and a big thank you for all of your support with the children's Maths homework and reading - it really does make a huge
difference!
Year 1 and 2 are all enjoying a weekly Computing Lesson using the iPads and this
term we are learning some early coding skills!
This term Lofty will be teaching us all about the value of independence. This is
something we all work really hard to do in Year 1 and 2.
Please keep checking in on Twitter and the Padlets to be kept up to date with the
learning going on in School and also to share any learning or Family Challenges
from home. The children love sharing them in Class.
Here's to a successful Term 3!
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PIPS News
PIPS will be holding a coffee
morning on Friday 17th January at
9am in the staffroom.
Everyone welcome
Save the date
Valentines Disco 5.30pm
Wednesday 12th February

Dates for your diary
Monday 1st June
Friday 17th January 9am
Friday 17th July
Friday 24th January
Wednesday 29th January
Friday 31st January
Tuesday 11th February 9am
Wednesday 12th February 9am
Wednesday 12th February
Thursday 13th February
Thursday 13th February
Friday 14th February
Monday 24th February
Thursday 5th March
Wednesday 11th March
Thursday 12th March
Friday 20th March
Friday 3rd April
Tuesday 21st April
Friday 8th May
Friday 22nd May

Return to school
PIPS Coffee Morning
Break up for summer holidays
Mufti Day (Details to follow)
Skipping Workshop
Hockey Tournament
Buzzards End of Topic Celebration
Sparrows End of Topic Celebration
Valentines Disco 5.30-7pm
Reception Stay and Play 9am
Owls End of Topic Celebration 2.30
Break up for half term
Return to school
World Book Day
Parents’ Evening
Parents’ Evening
Mothers’ Day Stay and Play 2.30pm
Break up for half term
Return to school
School closed bank holiday
Break up for half term

