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Head Teacher’s Message
I hope you all had a great half term, the children have all returned ready to get stuck into this term’s learning.
I would like to thank you for your responses to the survey sent
out from the trust about parental engagement with schools.
We had 34 responses which were discussed with governors at
our last meeting. Some of the strengths of the school were
identified as being – keeping the children safe, that the school
is easy to contact and the value and relevance of parents evenings. Parents seem to value the way we use emails to keep in
touch alongside Twitter, Facebook and the website.
The area that raised the most mixed views was related to
events held in school that parents are invited to. We had a
wide range of responses, from parents saying they would like
more stay and plays and curriculum events as they are so useful and enjoyable, to others saying that they find them very
difficult to attend due to other commitments, especially as a
working parent. As a school we really love to invite parents in,
as the children love sharing their learning with their parents
and it really helps parents to be more involved in their child’s
education. We try to spread events out over the year, and they
are a combination of topical events such as Mother’s Day stay
and plays and end of topic celebrations. The dates of these are
always shared in advance on the termly newsletters. Next year
we will commit to giving out as many of these dates in September to make planning for them easier. We also hold them on
different days of the week and at different times so that parents aren’t always trying to get the same day off! We know
that parents find it easier to come to events close to the start
or end of the day which is why we try to hold them then. Evening events can be equally as difficult to attend for many parents who work evenings or find that they clash with bedtime! I
would be very interested in hearing any other ways that we can
make it easier for parents to attend these events, please do
send any further thoughts to me or Mrs Marks via email, or
have a chat to me when you see me around.
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Value of the month Curiosity
This month’s value is curiosity. We have met Gloop who is teaching us that it is good to find new things out and if I don’t know
something I just ask questions. In class and in assemblies we will
be exploring this further, including looking at famous people who
have made a difference through their curiosity. Luckily small children are born with a natural desire to be curious, we all know
they love to ask endless questions! As parents and teachers, we
must embrace this and help our children learn from their questions. They can find answers through research, experimentation
and deeper questioning.
“I have no special talent. I am only passionately curious.” Albert
Einstein.

Reception News
Are we there yet?
Last term we welcomed Mrs James a hygienist into Reception who talked about how to
look after our teeth. We loved role playing dentists and checking each other’s teeth using
the dental mirrors. We also found out about working on the London Underground at
night. John visited and showed us the protective clothes he wears and the equipment he
uses.
This term our topic is called ‘Are we there yet?’ On Monday we travelled all the way to
Barbados by plane! We enjoyed in-flight food and packed a suitcase with the things we
would need. Unfortunately, we had to return to school for the end of the day. We will
also be looking at different forms of transport, maintaining and cleaning Mrs Maxwell’s
car and building our own imaginary vehicle using junk materials.

Year 1 News

The children will be reading and writing using the Set 2 sounds that we have already
learnt. Thank you for all your support. It would be wonderful to see every child in Reception enjoying the reading treat at Easter for reading 5 times a week at home. In Maths,
we are focusing on the numbers 16-20. Please continue to share photos and comments
on the Interactive Learning Diary with your child.
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Key Stage 1 News
This term, our topic is Street Detectives. We will be learning about our local area, how things
have changed over time in Raunds and important historical events. We will also learn how to
make and read maps, and find out what our school was like over fifty years ago! We are
looking forward to going on our walk around Raunds and spotting all of the blue plaques on
the buildings.
Thank you to all of the parents of Buzzards and Sparrows who have helped us find out more
information by filling in our questionnaires. We have loved learning which buildings and
streets are your favourites!
This term, Gloop will be helping us learn the value of curiosity. We’re hoping to develop this
as we find out more about where we live.
In preparation for the KS1 SATs, reading comprehension will be given out weekly to Year 2
children. There is no pressure to hand this in by a certain date, but the extra practice will
really help.
Thank you for all of your support with reads at home, maths homework and family challenges. It really does make a difference! Finally, keep checking the class Twitter and Padlets to
keep up to date with everything that goes on this term.
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PIPS News
Please join us on Friday 3rd April
at 2.30pm for an Easter Bonnet
Parade followed by our Easter
Fayre.
Children are asked to decorate a
hat/bonnet at home and bring into
school on the day. Prizes will be
awarded for the children’s work.

Dates for your diary
Thursday 5th March
Monday 9th March
Wednesday 11th March
Thursday 12th March
Friday 13th March
Friday 13th March
Friday 20th March
Friday 20th March
Friday 27th March
Friday 3rd April 2.30pm
Friday 3rd April 3pm
Friday 3rd April
Tuesday 21st April
Friday 8th May
Friday 22nd May
Monday 1st June
Friday 17th July

World Book Day
Reception Multi Skills Tournament
Parents’ Evening
Parents’ Evening
Reception Multi Skills Tournament
Sports Relief
Athletics Tournament
Mothers’ Day Stay and Play 2.30pm
Mufti Day for Easter Raffle
Easter Bonnet Parade
Easter Fayre
Break up for Easter Holidays
Return to school
School closed bank holiday
Break up for half term
Return to school
Break up for summer holidays

