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To read or not to read?

The importance of a good book
Dr. Seuss famously said, “The more you
read, the more things you will know. The
more that you learn, the
more places you will go.”
Reading is the most
important academic
aspect of our curriculum
offer across the Nene
Education Trust, from
the age of 2 all the way
through to 18.
Why?
1. Children who read often and widely get
better at it
After all, practice makes perfect in almost
everything humans do, and reading is no
different.
2. Reading exercises our brain
Reading is a much more complex task for
the human brain rather than watching
TV, for example. Reading strengthens
our brain’s connections and builds new
connections.
3. Reading improves concentration
Children have to be still and quiet so that
they can focus on the story when they
are reading. If they read often, they will
develop the skill to do this for longer.
4. Reading teaches children about the
world around them
Through reading a variety of books,
children learn about people, places and
events outside of their own experience.

5. Reading improves vocabulary and
language skills
Children learn new words as they read.
Subconsciously, they absorb information
on how to structure sentences and
how to use words and other language
features effectively in their writing and
speaking. Vocabulary is king!
6. Reading develops a child’s imagination
As we read, our brains translate the
descriptions we read of people, places
and things into pictures. While we are
engaged in a story, we are also imagining
how a character is feeling. Young
children then bring this knowledge into
their everyday play.
7. Reading helps children to develop
empathy
As children develop, they begin to
imagine how they might feel in that
situation.
8. Reading is fun
A book or an e-book doesn’t take up
much space and is light to carry, so you
take it anywhere. You can never be
bored if you have a book in your bag.
9. Reading is a great way to spend time
together
Reading together on the sofa, bedtime
stories and visiting the library are just some
ways of spending time together.
10. Children who read achieve better in
school
Reading promotes achievement in all
subjects, not just English. Children who
are good readers tend to achieve better
across the curriculum.

Chilly Adventurers
Showcase

by Hedgehogs,
Year 2, Newton Road School

The results of a love of reading and writing
are clear from all the great articles written
by the pupils in our primary schools. Enjoy!

On Wednesday 12th February, we (Hedgehogs
class) performed our Chilly Adventurers
showcase to our families.

By Matt Coleman,
Director of Primary Education

Chilly Adventurers was very good. It was
awesome! Everyone was really impressed.
We acted out the tragic journey of Captain
Scott and his team who went to the South
Pole. There were animals from both Poles and
scientists relaying lots of facts. The penguins
made everyone laugh because they were very
confused about where they were and how
they got there! We loved having our famly and
the Year 4’s in to watch us perform. We are
definitely more confident about performing in
front of an audience and our families were very
proud of us. We can’t wait to showcase our next
learning journey!

All articles in this newsletter have been written
by our fantastic and talented primary school
pupils to show how good they are at writing.
We are sure you will agree!

Our amazing authors topic
William Shakespeare –
by Amelie Standish, St Peter’s
CE Junior School

Do you enjoy being CEO of the Trust?

Last term, our school topic was amazing authors and our
class was given the author William Shakespeare to learn
about. Our teachers made sure that William Shakespeare
was the main focus in most of our lessons and even our
class read. My favourite lesson of this topic was Art/DT
because we made a mask based on a character from
the Tempest (the book we were reading). I really enjoyed
this because it gave us an opportunity to express how we
felt the character would look like in mask form. I decided
to make my mask based on Caliban an angry, wild
creature because his personality turned out to be a great
subject for a mask.

Yes, he really enjoys being CEO of the Trust but it is really hard work and it makes
him think a lot. The reason all the people choose to be part of the Trust is for
children to have the best education possible. When children get older they can
achieve their goals and succeed in whatever they choose to do. This is why it is an
enjoyable job and he wants to make all the schools in the community be the very
best they can be.

In English, we read the Tempest and wrote a rags to riches
story based on the structure of the text. It was really fun
because we got the chance to take a well-known story
and use our imagination to turn it into our own. Our stories
ended up being quite different to the original one but
that made them unique and exclusive.

Interview with Mr Chris Hill

Why did you want to be part of the Trust?
He has worked in Peterborough, Northampton, Corby and Higham Ferrers, so he
has lived in this area for about 17 years. He said that when you first become a
teacher, you want your class to become the best they can be. When you become
a Head Teacher, you want the whole school to be the best they can be and then
when working in different places, he has worked with lots of different schools and
all the time he was working with children, he thought it was important, especially
when you live in the community, it makes it even more important to help children
succeed.
What do you actually do at your job?
He has to make sure that in every single school, every child and every member
of staff should get the best opportunities they can and it shouldn’t matter which
school a child is in, they must all receive the best education they can. My job is
making sure all the schools are the best they can be. It means working with all the
staff and the Principals, making sure money is spent wisely and not on expensive
things that are not needed and that the buildings are kept in good order.
What is one thing you have to do everyday as part of your job?
He has to read emails! He said that it’s about communication – meeting people,
being positive, so that everyone realises the part that they are playing. It’s the
number one thing he does every day.
Is there anything you don’t like about your job?
‘Yes definitely’ was his response. If he had a million pounds to spend he would be
able to provide everything everyone wants. ‘It’s like having a Christmas list and
having to choose only one thing you want from it. It’s not enjoyable having to make
such hard decisions, like deciding which school deserves a new library over the
others.’
What is the one thing you enjoy most about this job?
Mr Hill likes the people – every one in every school and he gets to see the passion
that they put in to their work. What keeps him going all week are the times he gets
to go in to schools and see what is happening, even if it’s assemblies or walking
around the classes. If he sees one of those appear in his diary it makes his week. If
he doesn’t do that, he says he is losing the point of what his job really is.
Have you always worked in education?
When he was 16 he worked in a butcher’s shop which he found really fun. It was
about working with customers, communication and building relationships with
people. That’s the most important thing about any job. He learnt lots of things about
being a butcher and he says he likes food! From the age of 18 he has worked in
education. When his daughter is 16, she will get a job and she can learn these
things too.
By Amelie Standish,
St Peter’s CE Junior School

Our history and geography lessons included learning
about what his life was outside of the acting and writing
world. It turns out he was a father to a little girl and twins
(a boy and a girl) and he had seven siblings. We made
a poster and wrote a biography about him. Also, in
geography we used atlases to research where he lived
(Stratford upon Avon) and learnt how to use map skills
well. It was really fun and challenging because now I
know a lot more about him than I used to.
The teachers also went the extra mile and made our
class reads all William Shakespeare books. We read The
Tempest, Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet and MacBeth. We
were also lucky enough to have a drama and dance
teacher come in to the school to help us perform scenes
from the Tempest so we got a better understanding of the
play.
In my opinion everyone in my class really enjoyed this
topic and we all got a lot out of it. They were fun, exciting,
educational and very interesting. Some of my favourite
quotes were ‘in a pickle’, ‘knock knock who’s there’, ‘wild
goose chase’ and ‘blinking idiot’. Also, my favourite facts
are: when William was writing Henry VIII, a fire began and
burnt down the theatre he was writing in! His only son
Hamnet died tragically at the age of 11 from the bubonic
plague and he wrote at least 18 books in total.
If we did this topic again, but with a different author
I would love it and I think it would be very useful for
everyone to immerse themselves, thereby becoming
more engaged in the topic and it would help people
learn more about authors they don’t know and maybe
even persuade people to read more. Overall, I think this
topic was a success and I really enjoyed It.

Developing Character
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Tom Pursglove visits Stanwick Primary School
On the 31st January, Tom Pursglove came to visit us at Stanwick Primary School and answered
various questions. There were a range of questions that were asked by members of the school
council relating to the topics of politics, school funding and the local libraries closing. Tom gave
some very detailed and interesting responses to us and helped us to know more about the different
things that the government are doing to help us. He also spoke about the fact that schools need more
funding, there will be a £500 increase for the school. ‘Teachers are always right!’ says Tom Pursglove.
Tom is on the Conservative party, which means he works for Boris Johnson. Also, when he was younger he enjoyed
school a lot and some of his favourite subjects were English, Science and PE. Head Boy and Head Girl took Tom on a
tour of the school with Dudley Hughes. Tom asked the School Council some questions such as: What school trips do
we go on? What after school activities does the school provide?
We very much enjoyed the visit from Tom Pursglove and it was good for us to hear all of his different ideas and share some ways that we
can understand what he does in parliament. We are still hopeful that he might want to help us with some of our fundraising events!

Pen Free Friday at Woodford CE Primary School – by Sebastian, Leah,
Oliver and Jack
On Friday we go pen free! Instead
of traditional lessons, we build
creativity and imagination through
a wider curriculum and we have
lessons in music, PE, computing,
outdoor maths, drama, dance
and Well-Being. The best thing
is that we wear PE kit all day to
include our brand new hoodies
which many of us have!
We love computing and recently
we created films using a green
screen. Mr Armstrong and Mrs Faulkner teach PE and they are
brilliant. In PE, the children lead warm up sessions and we can
gain team points. Music is extremely enjoyable and we get to
compose music using a wide range of different instruments. We
enjoy conducting our groups. We love dance and drama sessions
and we have recently created dances from The Greatest Show, a
rainforest themes dance and one about dinosaurs. We performed

these for our parents
which was amazing!
Outdoor maths is
appreciated by
every student in
school as we take
part in a range of
activities which aid
our understanding
but get us activities at the same time. On a Friday afternoon we
have Well-Being sessions and these can include time with the School
Dogs.
What makes our school different to other schools? The main
difference is that we do lots of Performing Arts. Mrs Murphy is brilliant
at singing, dancing and acting and so we get to perform in a full
musical each year. It is so much fun to put together. Last year
we did Aladdin. Sebastian joined this school because he came
to watch the production and wanted to be involved in our next
production! We love this school.

by Ella, Keeley, Owen, Kaiden,
Miguel, Lila and Lukas
(Year 4 Newton Road School)
On Tuesday 11th January 2020 8 Mahle Powertrain engineers visited
our school, Newton Road. They invited us to complete the STEM
challenge which was a series of tasks that we had to complete.
Firstly, we thought what would power a car. There were many ideas
put forward including silly ideas; horse legs, pixie dust and boosters.
Some of the better ideas were solar, diesel, electric, petrol and wind
powered. After that we built colourful Lego cars to race down a
steep ramp. The purpose of this was to see whose would travel the
farthest. Some of the teams, “I don’t know”, “Secret Six”, “Team
Owls” and “Team Epic”, completed the task. The winners were
“Drama Llamas”.
Everyone in Year 4 enjoyed the morning and Keeley said. “I’m going
to rate Mahle 5 stars”, Kaiden agreed and added, “It was the most
exciting day of my life”. “It was amazing”, said Lukas. The amazing
engineers expressed that the morning was very good and that they
would love to visit the school again in the future.

Skip to be Fit at Raunds Park Infants
At Raunds Park Infants we have being taking part in skip 2 b fit.
It is a 2 minute challenge to see how many skips we can do.
The amazing ropes count the skips for us. While we skip music
plays to keep us concentrating, motivated and focused. The
first time we skip we check our score, then we have a rest.
After our rest we go again and see if we can beat our score. If
we beat our score we are a chicken nugget. If we don’t beat
our score we become a chicken dipper. The person with the
most skips is the ‘Top Banana’ and gets a certificate. We also
give certificates to the most improved and who has made the
best effort. The most important thing is to beat your own score.

Raising Aspirations
www.neneeducationtrust.org.uk

Windmill Primary School
Values
At Windmill, we have fortnightly values house assemblies where
we split into groups and learn about our 8 values (responsibility,
respect, resilience, com-passion, courage, ambition, honesty
and unity). Recently we have learnt about the bushfires in
Australia and what people have done to help. In class we are
expected to uphold these values and are awarded values
points when we do so. Whichever values group has the most
points, after they’ve been counted, at the end of the term, gets
to donate £50 to a local charity of their choice. The chil-dren in
that group also get a day wearing their own clothes to school.
Extra English
At school we are given many academic opportunities. A few
specially selected children (in year 6) have been asked to join
a writing club with the vice principal where they are more free
than in normal English lessons. This gives these tal-ented writers
the opportunity to write great fictional pieces of writing based
on animations.
Eco committee
We have an eco-committee at our lucky school that help us to
push ourselves to save the world by being eco-friendly. They do
assemblies to help spread aware-ness. They also give out eco
cat and trash cat cards to classes being eco-friendly and those
who are not. We are part of the eco schools and hope we are
doing a good job.
Holes trip Thursday 30th January 2020
On Thursday 30th January all of the year
6 children and staff had an amazing
experience to watch the Holes play at the
Royal Derngate theatre in Northampton.
They were all fascinated because the
spectacular book by Louis Sachar had
been brought to life! Holes is all about
a boy named Stanley Yelnats (which is
Stanley backwards) who is cursed with
bad luck. This is all because of hi no-good-dirty-rotten-pigstealing-great-great-grandfather.

Street Detectives – Raunds Park Infants

Moon Landing: Real or Fake?
by Thalia and Matthew,
Newton Road School
As part of our Year 5 space unit we have been deciding on
whether the moon landing was real or fake. We used a range of
primary and secondary sources to form our opinions. In this writing,
we will hopefully help
you decide if you think it
was real or not. For many
years there have been
arguments about whether
this event was faked or not.
Scientists have had many
discussions about it being
fake. However, on the
other hand people still do
believe it’s real.
To begin with, video footage from the 1969’s moon landing shows
the flag was waving in the wind. But how was it blowing in the
wind when there was no atmosphere? Neil Armstrong, who was
apparently the first person to step foot on the moon, was filmed
taking his first step on the moon. It couldn’t have been Michael
Collins because he was orbiting the moon. Likewise Buzz Aldren
was seen stepping onto the moon after Neil Armstrong, so who was
filming Neil? Additionally, a photograph of a rock with the letter C
on it was captured. Why was it there? Was it a prop?
On the other hand, if it was fake how come there were space
buggy marks on the moon’s surface. Also it would’ve been
impossible for the amount of people working at NASA to have kept
it a secret. Over the years that have elapsed since the landing
someone would’ve said it wasn’t real and got a lot of money for
telling the truth, which would’ve made them famous.
Perhaps some of you think it is real and perhaps some of you don’t
but it would be great to discuss with your children what you do
think.

Nurture and Well Being at Woodford
CE Primary School –
by Callum, Aleksandra,
Rhys and Eivinas
Health and Well Being is an important element
of our education at Woodford CE Primary
School. We have 2 school dogs named
Millie and Ziggy who we read to, talk to and
sometimes take for walks. We work with Mrs
Hale and Mrs Faulkner to build our self-esteem
and we created our mindfulness corner.

At Raunds Park Infants, our topic this term is Street Detectives.
We went for a walk around Raunds to learn all about the
different buildings and the history of the church and boot
factory. Did you know, Raunds is twinned with a town in
Germany called Kamp Bornhofen? We also found out that St
Peter’s church was struck by lightning twice!
We drew pictures of the buildings in Raunds in the style of L S
Lowry, using charcoal. We had to be careful not to smudge our
drawings. We also wrote adverts for our houses and described
them to persuade other people to buy them. We used
expanded noun phrases and similes to pretend to sell them.
We wrote questionnaires for our parents and grandparents to fill
in about what they like about Raunds and why. We found out
that lots of parents like Butts Road because it has lovely lights at
Christmas and Halloween.
We have tried really hard to find out about Raunds and can’t
wait to learn even more!

On a Friday afternoon we have a Well Being
session and we participate in board games,
outdoor activities such as den building, yoga
and colouring. These activities help us to
relax, give us a chance to talk about our
worries and build relationships with our school
friends.
Children have told us that they enjoy sitting in the mindfulness
corner so they can think, focus upon breathing, have a chat with
Mrs Murphy, read or see the dogs.
Every Friday we start our day with a whole school sing or a whole
school dance! If we show amazing attitude in our work then we
gain a raffle ticket. Raffle tickets are put into a prize draw and
the winner receives a book. We then find out which team has
won the most team points that week. We gain team points for
amazing work, following class rules or developing our score on
Mathletics and TT Rock Stars. Every day a team colour has an
opportunity to go onto the play equipment but the team who
wins the points for that week get an extra opportunity.
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